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" By Ro er Fontanne
b THEWASHINGTONTIMES

. Sovietand Bulganan frelghters at

: 'the ‘Cuban port .of Mariel have béen
_-transferring large amounts of heavy

war materiel to Nicaraguan coastal
freighters for delivery to the Sandin-
ista’ ' government, administration
sources told The Washington Times. -
..The operation was confirmed by

~sance
Thursday night. -

Reagan admuustranon offlclals
have had evidence for several weeks
that the -Soviets were supplying

. firmed it, these officials said.

. transferred to two small Nicaraguan

aragua S. Canbbean port, .El ‘Bluff,
and then go up the Escondxdo Rwer
) Rama ‘where the’ materiel i§ un-
* loaded and dispersed by road to mili-

tq administration offici
“It*ig-the first time; ‘according'to
t.he SOUrces;. that this. form of decep-

ot Union. . ; -
Ofﬁcxals speculated that t

.a US. SR-71 Blackbird reconnais- -
plane that flew ‘over Cuba“

Nicaragua in -this indirect. manner, .
" but the SR-71 photos have now con-:

=U.S. mtelhgence had been frus-

< trated until late last week in obtain-

~ing hard--evidence of the new -

{ procedure owing to ‘heavy" cloud .

1 coverover the: island associated with .

1 ‘anearly stationary Hurricane Juan,

- The, supphes of Soviet equxpment_ .
- are .not-being -delivered directly to "
" Nicaraguan .ports, but are ‘being -

- coastal frelghters -at Mariel,; Cuba. :
- The frexghters then proceed toNic-.- -

Iary bases around the’ country,.ac-

jf(')r Sandlm stas
'spotted in Cuba

US- Sovxet summxt in Geneva Of-
-ficials .also recalled that the last
- heavy Soviet shipments that went di-

rectly to the Nicaraguan Pacific port |
-of Corinto in Novémber 1984 came -

too close to crossing “the threshold,”

- in'the words of one official, and that
".- Moscow was unwﬁhng to cross lt at

this time.

.. The photoéraphs, whxch are nowifr
. bemg studied closely, indicate that |
. the Soviets may be supplying sub- |

stantial amounts of arms including
tanks, artillery, and possibly planes

10 strengthen the Sandinista re-
* gime’s'drive-against Nicaraguan re-

sistance forces.
One admxmstranon offlcxal told

_The-Times that there have been at

léast three or four dozen T-54/55

““tanks in Mariel awaiting shipmerit to

Nicaragua.But other administration
sources cautioned that much of the
materiel still is in crates and a final
. assessment of what they contmn 1s
‘'still pending. o

that the shipment of the riew tanks

* would be a substantial addmon 10 ]
" Nicaragua’s already formidable
.armoréd forces,-the largest in Cen-.

.tral America. He said the tanks are

_rightoff. Sov1et production assembly -
“ lines that were reopened in 1979 to
supply Third World clients such as.

Nlcaragua w1th a hlghly capable
-tank. -
The Sandlmsta offenisive . agamst

--~the " resistance coincides with a
. crackdown on the unarmed opposi-
tion. “has been carned out by the So- 5

tion as well, part of Managua'’s cam-
paign to destroy: the antl-Sanduh_sta

W ‘forces by the énd of the year.
Ve The US Au' Force spy plane en-_

'."see CUBA page 8A
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" Thisis a U.S. SR-71, a Blackbird reéonnaissance

’

plane such as the one which flew over Cuba Thursday, finding

UPI

weapons are being transshipped from the Soviet Union to Nicaragua via Cuba, according to administration sources.

CUBA
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From page 1A

‘tered Cuban airépace Thursday

night and ‘made two sweeps of the

{| island'in little less than an hour.

The supersonic craft with highly

{ sophisticated cameras was fired on

by Soviet-made SAM missiles, ac-
cording to these same sources, but

1 the plane returned to its U.S. base

unharmed. )
Intercepts of conversations of Cu-

| ban anti-aircraft units monitored by

US. intelligence showed both sur-

prise and frustration at the SR-71’s

capabilities at speed and evasion.
That frustration as well as the in-

telligence obtained, these sources,
| suggested, may account for the an-

gry Cuban reaction to the flight.

‘Besides the usual strong protest
to Washington, Cuban authorities or-
dered 20,000 demonstrators to ap-
pear before the U.S. Interests Sec-
tion of the Swiss embassy in Havana
to protest the flight — the first such
demonstration since the Mariel
boatlift crisis of 1980, and the first
ever. against US. reconnaissance

‘flights, which have been carried out

regularly since the beginning of the
Reagan administration. : )

U.S. officials in Washington on Fri-
day said the protest was peaceful,
but declined further comment on
the first report of the flight, made by
the official Cuban news agency,
Prensa Latina, saying they were not
authorized to confirm or deny al-
leged intelligence operations.

"The Castro government: filed a
complaint with the United States

T

Thursday night immediately after
the flights were detected, according
to a Prensa Latina dispatch
monitored in Mexico City. -
According to Prensa Latina, the
SR-71 .entered Cuban airspace at

- 9:58 p.m. Thursday over San Antonio

in the province of Pinar del Rio.

The Cuban news agency said the
plane flew over the island-and left
Cuban airspace at 10:25 p.m., only to
return 15 minutes later for another
run over the island nation.

The craft left Cuban airspace at
10:53 p.m., about 20 miles northwest
of Havana, and headed toward the

- United States, the news agency said.

_Prensa Latina said the same type
of plane flew over Cuba on Aug. 8
and that the Castro government had
glso filed a complaint about the inci- _|

ent.
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